T H U R N U N D TA X I S QU E S T ION N A I R E

Marianne Heske
talks about
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When Marianne Heske hikes through the
Nordic mountains and fjords, she is likely to
bring along some houses. The Norwegian
artist became known in 1980 for her “Project Gjerdeløa,” which involved disassembling a solitary cabin in Tafjord, Norway,
putting it back together again in the Centre
Pompidou in Paris, and, one year later,
bringing it back again to is original location. This winter, she installed a wooden
house from Hobøl in front of the Norwegian parliament.
What is your favorite city right now?
I love Oslo because it feels like a village.
How do you spend your time there?
When I’m not out walking, I’m busy
making my art. Or I bike to the docks, buy
shrimp and talk with fishermen about the
weather.
Which galleries do you like to visit in Oslo?
The National Gallery is a must. It’s the
only place where the landscapes of the area
and the history of the region slip into the
traditional Norwegian painting.
What restaurant would you recommend?
THE KAFFISTOVA (3) is right around the
corner. There, you can continue to explore
the country’s traditions, since the dishes on
the menu are authentically Norwegian.
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What do you normally order there?
Grilled salmon, meatballs, and Røm
megrøt—a kind of porridge served with a
glass of tap water.
Which museum is an absolute must-see?
The Astrup Fearnley Museum in Tjuv
holmen shows contemporary and inter
national exhibitions.
And where might a rowdy crowd imbibe the
country’s best beer?
At Lorry next to the Litteraturhuset and
at the Kunstnernes Hus. They actually have
the largest selection of Norwegian beers.
And a building you love in the city?
I like the parliament because, among
other reasons, my installation HOUSE OF COMMONS (1), which was commissioned by Oslo
Pilot—an art-in-public-space event—was in
stalled in front of it last winter.
What do we have to know about your favorite city to get a real feel for it?
Oslo’s surrounding area is stunningly
beautiful, with the fjord and its islands, the
forests, and the lakes.
Which famous place can we miss seeing?
You don’t really have to go to Vigeland
park with its lumpy stone sculptures. But an
outing there is entertaining all the same.

What is the best flea market?
Visit Vestkanttorvet on the weekend.
You’ll find a motley mixture of things.
Interesting cinema or theater?
The National Theater has a good and
varied program which is presented on three
stages.
The city’s most beautiful hotel bar?
The Theatercaféen and Dagligstuen in
the Hotel Continental are my favorites.
What are some of the cultural venues in the
city we shouldn’t miss?
The Munch Museum in Tøyen, EKEBERGPARKEN (2) with its sculpture collec
tion—und Torshovdalen with my sculpture
“Head N.N.,” a seven-meter tall bronze
shaped like a doll’s head.

Images: Oslo Pilot/VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2016; Ekebergparken/Ivar Kvaal/VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2016; Kaffistova; Sofia Achaval

Oslo

Finally: that special secret tip we’d never lay
eyes on in any guidebook?
Swim in the canal beside the café at the
Astrup Fearnley Museum. Then you’ll be
able to swim in sparkling water and drink
sparkling wine.
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Elisabeth von Thurn und Taxis
writes for the U.S. edition of
Vogue and comes from a family of
art collectors. She developed this
questionnaire for us
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